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Hyper - Aging Society Symposium
— High School Students Question, Connect with Community, and Speak to the World —

Tokyo West International School (TWIS) High School will be holding the Hyper-Aging Society
Symposium. It began as a student inquiry project. Today, it has grown far beyond the classroom
into a dynamic, real-world initiative that connects our students with the local community,
Japanese society, and the wider global stage

The Origin: “Continuing to Have a Role”

One of the central inspirations behind this symposium is the work of the BLG community—
especially the practice led by Mr. Moriya.

Their commitment to honoring the wishes of people living with dementia—who seek to remain
connected to society and continue contributing meaningfully—deeply moved our students.
Rather than viewing aging through the lens of decline, BLG creates spaces where individuals
can continue to play active, valued roles.

From this encounter, a powerful question emerged:

In an international school environment—where students can sometimes feel distant
from the local community—how can young people meaningfully engage with the
realities of Japanese society?

Themes Explored by Our Students

With the generous support of BLG and many other collaborators, our students have explored
Japan’s hyper-aging society through the following lenses:

Dignity

Identity

Connection to Society
Communication
Responsibility Toward Others
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Under the guidance of their teachers, Mr.Daniel and Ms.Makino, students have gone beyond
acquiring knowledge. They have learned to see social challenges as personal questions—
issues that require reflection, dialogue, empathy, and action.

What Only an International School Can Do

TWIS students possess the ability to communicate globally in English and learn daily within a
culturally diverse environment. That strength does not remain inside the classroom.

Japan’s hyper-aging reality is not only a domestic issue—it is a global one. By examining it
deeply and sharing their insights with the world, our students open spaces for international
dialogue and mutual learning.

At a time when division and self-centered values are spreading across the globe, schools must
be places that cultivate the courage and capacity to:

Imagine a better society — and act to build it.

The Power of a Small School with Big Commitment
TWIS is not a large institution. Our high school cohort is small.

Yet it is precisely within this smallness that something powerful emerges: authenticity and
commitment.

Students from diverse cultural and national backgrounds—including those who do not hold
Japanese citizenship—are seriously engaging with Japan’s hyper-aging society, particularly
issues surrounding dementia and inter-generational connection. They question, struggle, reflect,
and search for solutions together.

It is this sincerity that has resonated with educators, businesses, and members of the local
community, expanding the circle of collaboration.

What This Symposium Seeks to Achieve
This symposium is not simply a presentation event. It is a platform where students:

Investigate real-world challenges

Connect with people beyond the school walls
Engage in multicultural dialogue

Act with empathy and responsibility

Tokyo West International School remains committed to learning alongside the community and
sharing our insights with the world.

We strive to practice an education that upholds:
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Peace
Dignity
Human connection

And we believe that through inquiry, dialogue, and action, young people can help shape a more
compassionate future.
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